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tice Legislative Update. One hour of CLE
credit is pending approval. Handout material
can be downloaded from the DCBA website.
Legal Research CLEs in Law Library

A

representative from Thomson/West will
be in the Law Library on Friday, February 6,
2015, to offer free CLEs on performing legal research using WestlawNext. Research
Specialist Laurie Minchew will conduct
one-hour CLEs from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00
a.m., from 11:00 a.m. to noon, and from
1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. that day. One preapproved hour of Kansas CLE credit will be
available for attending a session. The three
sessions cover the same material so are duplicates of each other.

Meeting and Event Announcements

The

Defense Bar meets the second Friday
of the month. This month the meeting is on
the 12th.
The December Douglas County Bar Association Brown Bag CLE program will be on
Thursday, December 18, from 12:00 p.m. to
12:50 p.m. in the Jury Assembly Room in
the Judicial and Law Enforcement Center.
Benet Magnuson will present Juvenile Jus-

Seating is limited, so preregistration is required. See Library staff to sign up for a
session.
Current Art Gallery Exhibition

The December 2014/January 2015 Law Library and Division III art gallery exhibitions
are photography by Tony Peterson.

The exhibitions will run through the end of
January 2015.
The February/March 2015 exhibitions in the
Michael J. Malone Douglas County Law
Library Art Gallery and the Division III Art
Gallery are scheduled to be paintings by
Mary Jane Grinter. More information on
these exhibitions will be in the February
2015 E-Mail Newsletter.
For more information on past, current, and
future Art Gallery exhibitions, or for more
information on the Art Galleries, please consult the Art Gallery page on the Law Library's website.
If you would like to exhibit your art in our
galleries, or know of local artists who would
like to show their original art here, contact
the Law Library at 838-2477 or by e-mail at
info@douglascolawlibrary.org.
New Acquisitions

Newly acquired material added to the Law
Library's holdings:
AALL Spectrum, v. 19:2 (Nov. 2014).
ABA Child Law Practice: Helping Lawyers
Help Kids, v. 33:11 (Nov. 2014) and v.
33:12 (Dec. 2014).
Advance sheets of the Kansas Supreme
Court and the Kansas Court of Appeals, v.
299:3/v. 50:3 (Sept. 2014).
Juvenile Justice Update v. 20:5 (Oct./Nov.
2014).
Reports of rules adopted by the Supreme
Court of the State of Kansas, 2014.
Search and Seizure Bulletin, v. 51:11 (Nov.
2014).

Did You Know?

Every month, a bit of Law Library trivia is
posted in the Law Library and on the Law
Library's website. The previous month's
“Did You Know” tidbit is then published
here in the Newsletter. The hope is for this
to improve communication between the Law
Library and its users.
November’s entry was:
There will be an election in early 2015 to
choose five attorneys who will serve on the
Douglas County Law Library Board of
Trustees for the 2015/2017 biennial term.
This Month In Legal History

December

14, 1921 - Emily Hunt Grover,
widow of Joel Grover and veteran of the
"illegal" Underground Railroad, dies at her
home southwest of Lawrence in Douglas
County, Kansas.
Emily Jane Hunt was born on September 1,
1839, in Medway, Massachusetts, the second of six children of George Washington
Hunt and Nancy Mary Hunt, née Adams.
Emily's older brother was Charles Wilberforce Hunt, and her younger siblings in descending order were George Adams Hunt,
Nancy Augusta Hunt, Harriet Eldora Hunt,
and Caroline Marie Hunt. The elder George
was known to be a strong proponent of the
abolition of slavery in the United States,
which is witnessed by the middle name
given to his first born child, undoubtedly in
honor of William Wilberforce, an English
politician and philanthropist who was most
responsible for the abolition of both the international slave trade and slavery in the
English Empire. Although Wilberforce died
in 1833, three years before the birth of
Charles, his international notoriety would
have made him well known to the elder
George. The extent of the Hull Family's
abolitionist activities in Fitchburg, Massa-

chusetts, where the family resided, is unknown, but considering that the town was
known to be a hotbed of antislavery activity
in the state, it was likely significant. Whatever it was there, the family's abolitionist
focus shifted dramatically when Kansas Territory was opened to white settlement with
the signing of the Kansas-Nebraska Act by
President Franklin Pierce on May 30, 1854.
The Missouri Compromise of 1820 had
made the line of latitude of the southern
boundary of Missouri to be the northern
boundary for new slave states to form, but
the Kansas-Nebraska Act threw that out and
would allow slavery in any new territory by
a majority vote of the territory's residents.
Abolitionist back east determined that Kansas would be free, and many went there to
make it so. The elder George was one of the
first to go. He left his wife and children in
Massachusetts and came to Kansas in the
summer of 1854, soon after the signing of
the Act. Two parties of men under the auspices of the New England Emigrant Aid
Company, a society organized to send Free
State settlers and aid to Kansas, arrived in
the latter part of the summer. There were at
least four men from Fitchburg in the second
party, whom Hunt likely knew. One of them
was Charles Robinson, future first governor
of the State of Kansas. Another member of
the party was Joel Grover, a Free State man
from Richmond, New York, born August 5,
1825, who also would later figure prominently in the story. The men helped to establish the town of Lawrence, with Robinson as president of the Town Company and
Grover as town marshal. Hunt was a carpenter by trade, and likely assisted in building the cabins of the early residents of Lawrence. He left Kansas and traveled back to
Massachusetts in the autumn of 1854. Since
her father was temporarily occupied with
abolitionist activities in Massachusetts during the spring of 1855, Emily Hunt traveled
out to Kansas with Sara Robinson, who was
coming out there to join her husband,

Charles Robinson. Emily resided with the
Robinsons once arriving in Lawrence, and
for a time was employed by them as a servant. On April 17, 1855, the elder George
Hunt departed Boston at the head of a party
of New England Emigrant Aid Company
settlers bound for Kansas Territory. After
returning to Kansas, George was appointed
commissary general of the first division of
Kansas Free State volunteers, organized to
defend settlers in the Territory from proslavery men bent on making Kansas a slave state
when it joined the Union. He joined in with
another man and built the Free State Hotel in
Lawrence, which was the headquarters of
the New England Aid Company there.
George Hunt, Charles Robinson, and Joel
Grover were closely associated, which undoubtedly led to Grover and Emily Hunt becoming acquainted. Grover was commissioned as Colonel of the 6th Regiment, First
Brigade of Kansas Volunteers in November
to help defend Lawrence from attack in the
so called "Wakarusa War", a war which
ended without a battle. In the spring of
1856, George Hunt returned to Massachusetts and led another party of Free State settlers to Kansas, which including his wife and
younger children. His two sons, Charles and
George A. also came out to Kansas around
this time. On May 21, Lawrence was sacked
and burned by a large group of proslavery
men led by the proslavery sheriff of Douglas
County, Sam Jones. The Free State Hotel
was destroyed, as well as Robinson's house.
The Robinsons were taken in by the Hunts
until they could rebuild their home. Joel
Grover took part in the battles of Franklin,
Fort Saunders, and Fort Titus in the spring
and summer of 1856, but despite all the violence and uncertainty in and around Lawrence, a romance developed between him
and Emily Hunt. They were married on
October 13, 1857, and he brought his bride
home to his farm a few miles southwest of
Lawrence in Douglas County. The violence
in the Territory diminished somewhat, and

the couple began settling into married life.
Joel built a fine big stone barn on their land
in 1858. In November of that year, a friend
of Joel's from New York named Samuel
Reed came to stay with them. The Grovers
were active not only in the Free State cause
in Kansas Territory, but also in the broader
antislavery movement including the Underground Railroad. Joel was known to be an
associate of the abolitionist John Brown,
who had come to Kansas in 1855. In December 1858, Brown was approached by
Jim Daniels, a slave who had come into
Kansas from his home in Missouri, with a
request to free members of his family who
were scheduled to soon be sold south.
Brown led men in a raid from Kansas into
Vernon County, Missouri, on December
20th. They freed 11 slaves, including the
family of Daniels, and brought them into
Kansas. Word quickly spread of the daring
raid, and according to Reed, Joel was "boiling over with abolitionism." The refugees
and their protectors slowly moved north
through the Territory, avoiding men sent out
to recapture them. Near the town of Garnett,
Kansas Territory, a baby boy was born to
Daniels' wife, who named her new freeborn
son John Brown Daniels. Brown came to
Joel and Emily Grover's house on the evening of January 11, 1859, and again on the
14th, this time accompanied by Jeremiah G.
Anderson1, who was one of the men who
had been on the raid into Missouri. They all
had a long talk and ate supper together there.
James Montgomery, a militant advocate of
the Free State cause in Kansas, arrived later
that evening. Brown and the others stayed
the night. They left the evening of the 15th
and headed south, to where the escaped
slaves were hiding. Sometime in the night
of the 23rd/24th of January, the twelve fugitives from bondage arrived at the Grover
farm and were given refuge in the Grover's
barn. By sheltering them there, Joel and
Emily were in violation of the Fugitive
Slave Act of 1850, and were subject to mas-

sive fines and long prison sentences, but like
so many other conductors on the Underground Railroad, they bravely followed their
conscience. It has previously been thought
that the fugitives remained with the Grovers
until the 28th before continuing their journey north to freedom, but recently discovered information2 has raised some doubt as
to the accuracy of this. Regardless of the
exact timing of their departure, after Joel,
Emily, and Samuel bade farewell to the
party, Brown led the fugitives to Topeka,
where they were given shelter. They then
went north to near Holton, and eventually on
into Nebraska. Their final destination in the
United States was Detroit, Michigan, where
the fugitives crossed over to freedom in
Canada on March 12, 1859. Despite the
coming Civil War, Joel and Emily began a
family. Their first child was a boy, born in
the spring of 1860. They named him Frank
Guy Grover. A daughter, Helen, who may
have been known as Nellie later in life, was
born around 1863. On August 21 of that
year, Confederate raiders under the command of William Clarke Quantrill, one of
the most notorious guerilla leaders in the
Civil War, attacked Lawrence, burned most
of the town, and killed upwards of 200 unarmed men and boys. Despite Joel Grover's
previous Free State support and his and
Emily's less than secret antislavery activities, he and his farm were not visited by the
raiders, and all there survived that horrible
day intact. As Lawrence was rebuilt and
peace came to Douglas County, Joel and
Emily settled into farm life. Around 1865,
Charles R. Grover, known as Charlie, was
born, and Cora E. was born about 1868.
Joel was elected to the Kansas House of
Representatives from the 36th District for
the 1868/1869 legislative session. The elder
George Hunt, Emily's father, died in Lawrence on March 25, 1870. The Grover family continued to grow, with Ernest Joab
Grover being born on July 22, 1870, and
Lillian L. around 1874. A seventh child,

Jay, was born August 24, 1878. Great sorrow intruded into the family when Joel
Grover died on July 28, 1879, of unreported
causes, and was buried on the farm. Emily
was left to care for six children under the
age of 18, but was likely aided by her
mother and sisters. Nancy Mary Hunt,
Emily's mother, died on April 11, 1897.
Lillian married Herman Brown on July 21,
1899. Most of the Grover children stayed
close to home, and by 1910, only Charlie
and Lillian were no longer living on the
farm. By 1920, Frank and Cora were also
gone, but to where is not known. The family experienced another loss when Emily
Jane Hunt Grover died on December 14,
1921, and was buried beside Joel on the
farm. By 1940, Frank had returned to the
farm and was living there with Ernest and
Jay. He died sometime after this, leaving his
two brothers alone on the old home place.
Ernest and Jay had never married, and lived
together and actively farmed the land there
until they both became ill in the fall of 1952.
They spent some time in Lawrence Memorial Hospital and then in the county convalescent hospital, but eventually returned
home. On Saturday, January 17, 1953, the
medical condition of both brothers worsened, and they were quickly returned to the
convalescent hospital. Ernest Grover died
there that afternoon, and Jay Grover died the
following afternoon, January 18, 1953.
They were buried next to each other in Oak
Hill Cemetery in Lawrence. With their
passing, Lillian, whose home was in Palo
Alto, California, was the only child of Joel
and Emily Grover still living. When she
died is not known. The farm was sold and
passed to various owners, eventually being
subdivided into suburban lots as part of a
growing Lawrence. A controversy erupted in
1980 as to what was the fate of Joel and
Emily's graves. There was no record of them
ever having been moved prior to development of the individual lots. Later in the decade, the City of Lawrence acquired the barn

where the escaped slaves had sheltered, the
only remaining structure built by Joel
Grover. It was by then surrounded by
houses and lawns, and the City converted it
into a fire station, preserving the majority of
the structure. In 2006, the barn was deactivated as a fire station and the City began
looking for a way to utilize the building in
the future. One proposal was to turn the
barn into an Underground Railroad Interpretative Center/Abolition Museum, but this
never gained the interest of those who had
the power to make it a reality. On February
14, 2006, the Lawrence City Commission
passed an ordinance designating the barn a
landmark on the Lawrence Register of Historic Place. So where are the remains of
Joel and Emily Grover? Have they been reburied in some unknown location, or are
these heroes of the struggle against slavery
and of Douglas County history lying unknown and unhonored in someone's backyard? And what of the only enduring monument to their lives and struggles in Kansas,
the Grover Barn? Will it also be allowed to
decay and disappear due to apathy and the
shortsightedness of local officials?
1

The two visits are noted in a letter from Samuel
Reed to his sister Caroline.

2

A notation inside the front cover of a diary that
Samuel Reed kept while in Kansas, reads, "Captain
John Brown on the evening of the 24th of January
1859, I gave him a good shake of the hand just as he
left in the direction of the north pole with 12."

From: George Washington Hunt, Family Search website; G.W. Hunt, 1860 U.S. Census, Lawrence City,
Douglas County, Kansas, 6/23/1860; Proceedings of
the Fitchburg Historical Society and Papers Relating
to the History of the Town Read by Some of the
Members, Volume II, Fitchburg, Mass., The Historical Society, 1897, pp. 290-292; Transactions of the
Kansas State Historical Society, 1907-1908: Embracing …, Vol. X, Topeka, State Printing Office,
1908, p. 271; Ernest Joab Grover, Find A Grave website; Jay Gould Grover, Find A Grave website; Lawrence: Survivors of Quantrill's Raid, by Katie H.
Armitage, Charleston, SC, Arcadia Publishing, 2010,
p. 113; Lawrence Daily Journal-World, v. 65, no. 299

(December 15, 1921), p. 2; Lawrence Daily JournalWorld, v. 95, no. 16 (January 19, 1953), p. 2; and,
Lawrence Daily Journal-World, v. 122, no. 90
(March 30, 1980), p. 6A.

Each month, an event from "This Month In
Legal History," the history of law and jurisprudence of Douglas County that occurred
during that month, is included in the Newsletter. The current entry is also posted for
the month on the Law Library's website.
Entries from past months are archived on the
website. Submissions from readers are welcome and encouraged.
Law Library Volunteer Opportunities

The

Law Library Volunteer Program provides a capable and dependable volunteer
work force to assist with the day-to-day operations of the Law Library and with its special projects. This work force supplements
the paid Library staff and allows the Library
to provide the best possible service to attorneys, local judges, and the public.
The Volunteer Program is instrumental in
linking a valuable community resource - the
citizens - with a valuable community institution - the Michael J. Malone Douglas
County Law Library - for the benefit,
growth, and enrichment of both.
If you or someone you know might be interested in volunteering for one of them, or if
you would like more information on our
program and/or the positions we have open,
please contact the Library or visit the “Volunteers” page on the Law Library’s website.

improve the Newsletter, or comments and
suggestions on the Law Library itself, please
let us know. For your convenience, there is
a link to a feedback form available on most
pages of the Law Library's website. Thank
you.
Submitting Articles for Newsletter

The

Editor encourages readers to submit
articles for publication and/or make suggestions on material to be included in future
issues of the Newsletter.
To Subscribe

Contact the Law Library by mail, e-mail, or
telephone and request a free subscription to
the Newsletter. It will be sent to you as a
PDF attachment to an e-mail. The Library’s
mailing address is: Michael J. Malone
Douglas County Law Library, Judicial and
Law Enforcement Center, 111 East 11th
Street, Lawrence, Kansas, 66044. The Law
Library’s telephone number is: 785-8382477. The Library’s e-mail address is:
info@douglascolawlibrary.org.
Back Issues

Back issues of the Newsletter are archived
on the Library's website.
Classified Ads
Free classified ads may be placed in the Newsletter
by contacting the Law Library. The Editor reserves
the right to refuse anything deemed inappropriate and
to add restrictions as the need arises.

No Ads this Month.
Feedback

This Newsletter is intended to be useful to
its readers. As in any enterprise, feedback
on how the Newsletter is fulfilling this goal
is crucial to our achieving it. If our articles
are helpful, let us know. If they are not, let
us know. If you have suggestions on how to
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